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Whetham, F.R.S., says in his History of Science. "In one point
the Buddhist philosophy of India touched a problem definitely
scientific. A primitive atomic theory was formulated, either inde-
pendently or by derivation from Greek thought, and about the first
or second century before Christ the idea of discontinuity was
extended to time.. .. Indian arithmetic is remarkable, in that there
is evidence to show that as early as the third century B.C. a system
of notation was used from which was developed the scheme of
numerals we employ to-day.

"It is possible that Indian thought influenced the schools of Asia
Minor, and through them those of Greece; and it is certain that,
at a later time, during the Arab domination in the lands of the
Eastern Mediterranean traces of the mathematics and medicine of
India mingled with the learning saved from Greece and Rome, and
re-entered the schools of Western Europe by way of Spain and
Constantinople. This explains the fact that, when the Indian scheme
of notation replaced the clumsy Roman figures, the primary source
of the numerals was forgotten and they were misnamed Arabic"
(Whetham, History of Science, pp. 9-10).

As for literature and philosophy, the Indian classical languages
and vernaculars have literatures and philosophies which were not
unworthy of study and cultivation. Mr. Mayhew says that "India
had in Sanskrit and Arabic its own classical and structural languages,
responsible for its culture to a far greater extent than Latin or
Greek has been for our culture. And in the works of Tukaram and
Tulsidas it had a vernacular at least as highly developed as the
language of Anglo-Saxon Chronicles" (Mayhew, The Education
of India, p. 88). The place of Sanskrit literature and philosophy in
the literature and philosophy of the world and the influence of the
former on the latter has been ably summed up by Professor M.
Winternitz in his Calcutta University Readership Lectures, 1923.
This is the philosophy about which Friedrich Schlegel wrote with
"enthusiasm and inspired er*thusiasm" (Winternitz, Some Problems
of Indian Literature, p. 60), which Warren Hastings, the Governor-